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 Principal’s Corner
Message from Mrs. Crussen 

Homer Iddings Elementary School is an amazing place for students to learn 
and grow. I wanted to thank the staff, students and parents who encourage, 
guide and foster learning for all of our children. It is because of you that we 
experience success at our school. I wanted to let all third grade parents know 
that our 3rd grade students will be participating in the IREAD assessment on 
March 17th and 18th. 

Additionally, as you probably are aware, our school letter grade is a reflection 
of how well our students perform on the ILEARN assessment. This assessment 
is administered to all third and fourth grade students each year. The testing 
window is roughly two weeks in length. We ask that you ensure that your 
children are well rested and are here on time daily throughout the testing 
window. Please refrain from scheduling doctor’s appointments or vacations 
from April 20th through May 1st. The assessment is designed to measure 
performance, or how well the students have mastered grade level standards, 
and growth, or how well much they have grown from one year to the next. 

Please take time to explain to your children that we only want the students to 
perform to the best of their ability on these or any assessments. Performance 
on ILEARN does not define a child. Remember there are many attributes that 
cannot be measured on standardized assessments including: empathy, 
kindness, compassion, courage, work ethic, grit, creativity, and character. 

Thank you for your help and support.  

 
 

School Times 
First Bell  7:45 
Tardy Bell  7:55 
 
The instructional day begins promptly 
at 7:55. It is important for students to 
be here on time. 

 
Dismissal Bell 2:25 
Dismissal Bell 1:25 (Thurs) 
 
The instructional day ends at 2:25 
(1:25) Every time a student leaves 
early they are missing instructional 
time. Please only pick-up early when 
it is an emergency. It does count as a 

tardy.  

If you have any questions, 
comments, information, or 
any donations for PTO or 

would like to volunteer please 
email us at 

homeriddingspto@yahoo.com 

 

Now HIRING for  
Recess/Café Aides 

 
https://mcsc-Visit 

rdsapps.mvsc.k12.in.us/rdsonline
app/ to apply. 

mailto:homeriddingspto@yahoo.com
https://mcsc-rdsapps.mvsc.k12.in.us/rdsonlineapp/
https://mcsc-rdsapps.mvsc.k12.in.us/rdsonlineapp/
https://mcsc-rdsapps.mvsc.k12.in.us/rdsonlineapp/
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Tranportation Procedures 
●Any time you pick up a child from school, 
from the office, you will be asked to show 
your ID at our security window. 
●Anyone who is checking out a student must 
be on the emergency contact list. You can 
check the list in Skyward and add to it any 
time. 
●Also, please do not park in the fire lane in 
front of the school. You will need to park in 
a parking space in order to enter the 
building. 
●Additionally, we have changed our pick up 
procedures. Car riders were all assigned 
BLUE number signs. Students will not be 
released unless the sign is visible in your car 
window. Parents without a number will 
need to come in and present identification 
in order pick up a student.  
●Finally, this is a reminder that we do have 
a Head Start program at our school. They 
park and walk in to pick up their students. 
ONLY Head Start & Adventure Club families 
may walk their students to the building. All 
others are asked to follow the procedures 
sent home in purple folders.  
●Security is very important to us. Please 
share this information with anyone who may 
be picking up a child from Iddings this year. 
●Please do not enter through the parking lot 
in front of the building. You must enter the 
parking lot, off Van Buren, on the north side 
of the building when dropping off your 
student in the morning. ●All students who 
are not inside the building before the 7:55 
am bell, will be marked tardy. After 7:55 
parents need to enter at door A, park in a 
designated parking spot, walk students into 
the building, and sign their students in at the 
office. You must park in a designated parking 
spot to be allowed in the building, NOT IN 

THE FIRE LANE PLEASE. 

Box Tops for Education 

Dear Families, 
 
As you may already know, Iddings 
Elementary has been collecting Box 
Tops to earn money for our school for 
a number a years. This year the 
program will look a little different. 
 

 
 

 The Box Tops program is now 
digital-only. Participating brands 
are starting to change their 
packaging to the new Box Tops 
label. 

 If you see this label, use the new 
Box Tops app to scan your 
receipt. Box Tops are still worth 
10¢ each for your school. The app 
will find participating products 
purchased at any store and 
instantly add cash to your school's 
earnings online. 

IT’S THAT EASY! 
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HAPPENINGS FROM GYM CLASS 

News from PE class –Winter 2020 
In November we had fun celebrating Mickey Mouse’s 91st birthday 

The students blew me away with their great job on the balance beam. 

                                          

 

 PLEASE HELP YOUR CHILD LEARN TO TIE 

HIS/HER SHOES.  We still spend 6 -8 minutes tying shoes. 

In January, we began with our basketball unit – dribbling and shooting. 

As winter is here –please don’t forget your gym shoes on PE days. 

   Mrs. J Warren-Physical Education 

 



  Greetings from Mrs. Dominguez 
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Hello Parents! We have been working on becoming a trauma-informed school. An important first step in this 

process is to understand what trauma is and what its effects might look like. Many people often think of trauma as one 

life-changing event, such as surviving an attack or a natural disaster. However, trauma is an experience, defined by how 

someone responds to outside stimuli, either singular or repeated. This response may be different for each person 

experiencing the same event(s). Below is a list of examples from the National Child Traumatic Stress Network: 

 

What Experiences Might Be Traumatic?   

 

Trauma may affect children’s… in the following ways… 

Bodies     • Inability to control physical responses to stress 

• Chronic illness, even into adulthood 

Brains (thinking)    • Difficulty thinking, learning, and concentrating 

• Impaired memory 

• Difficulty switching from one thought or activity to another 

Emotions (feeling)    • Low self-esteem 

• Feeling unsafe 

• Inability to regulate emotions 

• Difficulty forming attachments to caregivers 

• Trouble with friendships 

• Trust issues 

• Depression, anxiety 

• Behavior Lack of impulse control 

• Fighting, aggression, running away 

(source: childwelfare.gov)   • Substance abuse 

 

There is good news. The single most important resilience factor for children who have experienced trauma is 1 caring 

adult. The reaction of adults and how they respond to the child’s needs can make all the difference. It is important to 

explain to the child that what happened is not their fault, talk about the measures you will take to keep them safe now, 

and maintain a consistent schedule. Provide comfort, support, and encouragement in age-appropriate ways. And finally, 

seek professional help when appropriate.  

How can you help prevent abuse and neglect? 

Nicole Dominguez, LSW LSSW       
219-650-5423 | ndominguez@mvsc.k12.in.us 

 

mailto:ndominguez@mvsc.k12.in.us


 RTI with Mrs. Marlow

Books! Book! Books! 
 
Children love all types of books. Children will be most excited to read books that 
interest them. Ask them what they would like to read about zoo animals, graphic 
novels etc. Encourage them and be excited about that subject as well! 
Remember, when your child sees you making reading important they will, too!  
 

Where Can I Find Books? 
1. The Lake County Public Library offers library cards for your child with your 
written permission and identification. Children can check out many books for two 
weeks or more. 
2. Once Upon a Child - They have a super selection of books for fifty cents each. 
When you are finished with a book you can sell it back to them. 
3. Swap books with a friend. Your child may be enticed to read books read by a 
friend. 
4. Social Media - There are books for free on Farfaria and Storytime on 
line.  Download the apps. and enjoy! 
5.  Summer Garage Sales - This is a super place to pick up some great 
books.  Some places will sell a box of books for a dollar! 
Read to and with your child EVERYDAY! 
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Second grade has been preparing songs for their upcoming concert on March 19.   Their theme for 
the program is Silly and Goofy Songs.  They will be singing songs such as 
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious from Mary Poppins, John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt and Do 
Your Ears Hang Low?  Tempo and Dynamics in music are just some of the concepts learned 
through their songs for the program.  They’ll be excited to share these fun songs with the school and 
their families. 
 
Fourth grade has been working very hard learning music through the recorder.  They’ve been 
learning how to read notes on the staff, what a half, quarter, whole, and eighth note is, and how to 
properly finger and play notes on the recorder.  Some of the songs they have been learning are 
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, Hot Cross Buns and When the Saints Go Marching In.  Their upcoming 
concert this year will be held on April 16 and will include the recorder and several songs they will 
sing.  
 
I’m looking forward to both concerts!  Be sure to look out for notes that will go home with the 
students that will have more information about these events. 
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From the ELL Classroom 
WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 testing window is January 

15th-February 28th 

 

What is ACCESS for ELLs 2.0? 

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 is an English language proficiency 
assessment for Grades K–12. The test is administered 
every year to help school districts monitor the English 

language development of students identified as English 
language learners. 

 

What is the purpose of the test? 

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 measures students’ abilities to 

understand and produce English used within school 
settings. The four sections of the test are Listening, 

Reading, Speaking, and Writing. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Guajardo-Marquez 

EXT: 6277 

 
 

 


